Department of Families, Seniors,
Disability Services and Child Safety

Queensland Age-friendly Community
Development Grant Program 2025-2026

Frequently Asked Questions

These Frequently Asked Questions should be read in conjunction with the Grant Guidelines.

1. What is the Queensland Age-friendly Community Development Grant Program?

In August 2024, Queensland Government launched An Age-friendly Queensland: The
Queensland Seniors Strategy 2024-2029, a blueprint for an age-friendly state.

The Seniors Strategy reflects the views of more than 16,000 older Queenslanders — from the
south-east corner through to western Queensland and the Torres Strait — who told us what they
want, and what they value.

Underpinning the Seniors Strategy is the first Seniors Action Plan 2024-2026 with 51 actions
across whole-of-government. Action 15 is our starting point with the age-friendly community
development grant program to support the development and implementation of age-friendly
initiatives, plans and programs in communities.

The Queensland Government is committed to building age-friendly communities where older
people are connected to their community and the people and the services that matter to them;
they are supported by world class frontline services when support is needed, and they are
celebrated for the contribution they make as carers, workers, volunteers and community leaders.

This initiative will help older Queenslanders to age positively, focusing on connections to their
community, their needs at home and recognition of the value older Queenslanders provide to
everyone.

This local community development grant program will feed into and support the Queensland
Government’s age-friendly plans driven by the Seniors Strategy and supporting Action Plan and
strengthen the Queensland Government’s existing investment in elder abuse prevention and
awareness and social isolation reduction by providing additional opportunities for individuals to
be involved at a local, grass roots level, supported by their local councils, community
organisations and associated networks.
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Government
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2. What is the purpose of this grant?

The purpose of the Age-friendly Community Development Grant Program is to build partnerships
with local government councils to collaboratively work towards an age-friendly Queensland
where seniors can lead healthy and productive lives, focusing on the measures at the community
level to support older people to be connected, cared for and celebrated so they are able to
maintain their independence; participate economically; have access to healthcare; can manage
the cost of living; and stay in their own home or access appropriate housing in their chosen
location.

These local age-friendly pilot programs or projects will feed into and support the Queensland
Government’s Age-friendly Seniors Strategy and supporting Seniors Action Plan and would
dramatically improve the quality of life for seniors across Queensland in the eight age-friendly
domains such as transport, health and social participation.

What funding is available under this grant?

The total amount of funding available through this targeted grant process is $300,000 for the
period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. Note: GST is not payable to local councils.

One-off funding from $25,000 up to $50,000 is available to each grant recipient for one year.

The Department of Families, Seniors, Disability Services and Child Safety complies with
Australian Taxation Office (OTA) advice regarding application of GST to grant payments.

Service Agreements may commence 30 June 2025.

What are the priority categories for funding under this grant?

Applications from Queensland local government councils located in regional, rural and remote
areas and those councils, in partnership with local community organisations, who are committed
to becoming age-friendly will be highly regarded.

How do | know what will be funded?
The Grant Guidelines point 3 detalils this.

How do | know if my organisation is eligible to apply for this funding?

The Grant Guidelines detail the requirements for eligibility, use of funding and other application
and assessment information that you need to be aware of prior to submitting your application.

Please ensure you read the Grant Guidelines carefully.

How will my organisation be assessed?

The assessment panel will refer to your responses to determine your capacity to deliver projects
and initiatives that support Queensland Government’'s commitment to building age-friendly
communities.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

All applications submitted that meet the eligibility criteria as detailed in the Grand Guidelines will
be assessed against each of the criteria.

How do | apply?

Details about how to apply for a grant, as well as the Grant Guidelines can be found at:
www.gld.gov.au/agefriendlygrants

When do applications open and close?
Applications open on 7 March 2025 at 09:00 AEST and close on 11 April 2025 at 17:00 AEST.

Will late applications be accepted?

No, late applications will not be accepted. No extensions will be granted.

Who should | contact if I'm having trouble using or submitting an application form?

If you have any technical difficulties with logging in, progressing or submitting your application,
please contact SmartyGrants on 03 9320 6888 or by email service@smartygrants.com.au.

Who should | contact if | have more questions?

Please direct any further questions to seniors@dcssds.gld.gov.au and a departmental officer will
respond to you within two business days.

Do | need to be registered for the Human Services Quality Framework (HSQF) to apply
for a grant?

Organisations that only receive one-off or short-term funding are not required to demonstrate
compliance with the HSQF, although the funded services must still be delivered in accordance
with the Human Services Quality Standards. For HSQF purposes, short-term funding is defined
as service delivery funded for a period of less than 18 months. Services funded as pilot programs
or trials are not required to demonstrate compliance with HSQF as they are being evaluated in
another way. HSQF Framework

Can community organisations apply for an Age-friendly Community Development
Grant?

The grant is only open to local government, who will work in partnership with local community
organisations.
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